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Religion Facing Realities 


N THESE TIMES OF STRESS... I wish the churches 
would begin to emphasize their teaching function and 
to de-emphasize preaching. The world is hungering 

for moral guidance. Earnest persons who are aware that all 
our public issues are at bottom moral in character want to 
know how to deal with these moral elements, but they want 
advice which is actually usable. The sermonic tendency is 
to place morals at a point in the equation which the average 
citizen cannot reach. Ultimately, he assumes that these 
sermons were never intended to be taken seriously, that is, 
translated into personal and social action. As one of our 
American pragmatic philosophers once said: “You can tell 
people in sermons from now until doomsday that they ought 
to love one another and it will not do the least amount of 
good; they’ll go on hating each other. What is needed is an 
experiment in which they can learn through trial and error 
whether it’s possible to love persons with whom you are en- 
gaged in useful tasks.’’ ‘Does this mean to bring politics, 
economics and social problems into the church and by the 
same token to drive religion and ritual out? I do not think 
so. Tome only that religion is true which aids people to face 
realities, and the highest ritual is the g00d man doing g0o0d.— 
EDWARD C. LINDEMAN, in Social Action, June, 1946. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Negro Work Proposals Debated Pro and Con 





Opposes Separate Church 


To the Editors: 

The establishment of a separate Negro 
Presbyterian Church according to the 
terms of the resolution adopted by the 
General Assembly (cf. THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN OUTLOOK, July 15) appears highly 
unwise to me for the following reasons: 

First, there is no scriptural, theologi- 
cal, nor scientific warrant for separate 
communions divided along racial lines, 
either as denominations or as local con- 
gregations. Christian people should strive 
for the removal of sociological and eco- 
nomic factors which make such separation 
presently necessary. 

Second, such a separation, while it might 
seem more immediately expedient in effec- 
tiveness, would remove into the more dis- 
tant future any hope of wide-scale fel- 
lowship between Christians of different 
races. 

Third, we are just now beginning to 
wake up to our past failures and present 
responsibilities, and we have no right to 
evade them by establishing a _ separate 
church for the Negro and salving our 
conscience by cash gifts while remaining 
otherwise aloof. 

As a counter-proposal, I would sugggest 
that our church take steps toward the 
early abolition of Snedecor, and the as- 
similation of Negro churches into the 
presbyteries within whose geographical 
bounds they are located. Thus, both 
white and colored members of respective 
synods and presbyteries would participate 
in meetings of church courts, laymen’s 
organizations, youth conferences, auxil- 
iaries, and other activities, on an equal 
basis. 

In accordance with Dr. Crowe's sugges- 
tion, Stillman should be made a high-grade 
preparatory school, and Negro ministerial 
students be sent to our existing seminar- 
ies. This policy would be a step toward 
the ultimate goal of serving all Presbyte- 
rians through the fine educational institu- 
tions which We already have, but which 
are now used only by whites. 

This I fervently believe to be the true 
Christian aim, and we should not pass over 
it in favor of expediency. 

ARCH B. TAYLOR, JR. 
Buffalo Valley, Tenn. 


No Color Line 


To the Editors: 


I want to comment on the proposed re- 
vision of our Negro work, speaking as a 
future minister. I am opposed to the 
establishment of a separate Negro church 
because it is segregation in the church 
which should not be. If this new church 
were set up it would give us ample op- 
portunity to wash our hands of the mess 
and forget our responsibility to the Ne- 
gro unsaved. What is needed is a reali- 
zation that these brethren of ours are a 
vital part of our church and to give to 
them every privilege that we give to our- 
selves. In matters pertaining to the King- 
dom of God the color line should be abol- 
ished. 

From the practical reasons given by 
Dr. Crowe it seems best to carry out the 
second part of the program. We can- 
not take any credit to ourselves in this 
move but must salvage as much as pos- 
sible from the mess that we have made 
in our Negro educational work. 

The training of Negro candidates in 
white seminaries I endorse. This is the 


best idea put forward yet in abolishing 
the color line in our church. Because 
these men are carrying the same gospel 
and proclaiming the same Christ they 
must have every opportunity to train 
themselves for his service as do we. 

This program will fall far short of its 
mark if some kind of an appeal is not 
made to the local church to take its part 
in this matter. We are now emphasizing 
chapels and there is scarcely a congrega- 
tion that has no unchurched Negroes 
nearby. This should be the challenge that 
we investigate the Negro situation in our 
local communities and that we organize 
hundreds of Sunday schools and chapels 
and present our living Savior to these per- 
sons for whom Christ died. 

WILLIAM S. SMYTHE, JR. 

Clothier, W. Va. 


Wholehearted Support 


To the Editors: 


I have read very carefully, and with 
much interest, the article “A Policy for 
Negro Work,” by Dr. William Crowe, 
Jr., appearing in your issue of July 15. 

An extended comment by me is un- 
necessary for the reason that I can neither 
add to nor detract from this splendid ar- 
ticle. It seems to me that this is the 
most practical and commonsense solution 
of the problem of anything heretofore de- 
vised. The plan is workable, and from the 
layman’s point of view, I believe our 
church will support it wholeheartedly 
when it is fully understood by the mem- 
bership at large. I trust that it may not 
be hampered by some crippling amend- 
ments. 

Many of us are sadly conscious of the 
fact that our church has been sadly neg- 
ligent in its responsibility to the Negroes, 
and now that we have the opportunity of 
doing something about it under a work- 
able and commonsense plan, may we do 
something about it and put the plan into 
practical execution. 


St. Louis, Mo. H. A. MURPHY. 


Woman’s Auxiliary and Missions 


To the Editors: 


When the Woman's Auxiliary was or- 
ganized in our church by Mrs. Winns- 
borough twenty-five years ago, we gave 
up a loved and thriving foreign mission- 
ary society, all of whose regular funds 
went to foreign missions. It was a dis- 
tress to many of us to agree that thence- 
forward we would send only a little over 
half our gifts to foreign missions, but we 
were convinced that it was best to sup- 
port all benevolent causes. ° 

We never assumed the responsibility for 
pastors’ salaries, ete., but our gifts were 
entrusted to our presbyteries, to be di- 
vided in the proportions recommended by 
the General Assembly. We regarded this 
as a trust, but the presbyteries evidently 
did not, for both Auxiliary and church 
benevolences were put into one fund, 
which was divided into three parts—for 
Presbyterial, Synodical and Assembly be- 
nevolence. Of this last part, 52 per cent 
goes to foreign missions, so that only one- 
fifth of our regular Auxiliary contribu- 
tions is used for the main task that Jesus 
gave us, “Go ye into all the world” 

Now what shall we do, in this day 
when the dullest can see God opening 
every avenue of opportunity for us to 
obey our “marching orders”? ... . The 
Christian presbyters who have thus de- 


creed are, no doubt, conscientious men, 
but conscience has often been warped 
by prejudice. We all know of the old 
preacher who met William Carey’s plea 
for India with the statement: “My son, 
when God is ready to convert the heathen, 
he will do it without your help or mine.” 
He did not mean to lie, but what he said 
was not true. And even John Knox, of 
brilliant mind and saintly consecration, 
wrote, “The First Blast of the Trumpet 
Against the Monstrous Army of Women.’* 

No, we aFe just as responsible to decide 
what is right, and then to do it, as any 
group of Christian men. The solution is 
not difficult. 

Specially designated funds, like our 
special foreign missions offering, our Joy 
Gift, ete., are always applied as desig- 
nated. Every local Auxiliary treasurer 
can be instructed to divide each contri- 
bution to her church treasurer into two 
equal parts, designating one-half for for- 
eign missions, and the other half for 
“Benevolences,” to be divided as her pres- 
bytery directs. This is already done by 
some Auxiliaries, and it would assure an 
approximate division of Auxiliary funds 
such as we agreed to, when we first con- 
sented to send our money through the 
church. 

Then we can begin to pray that our 
whole church may more and more follow 
us, as we follow Christ. 


MRS. T. H. DANIEL. 
Charlottesville, Va. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—We do not wish to 
seem to debate this issue with our friend, 
Mrs. Daniel, but we do think it important 
to point out that one of the fundamental 
ideas in the organization of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary and one of its chief attainments 
has been the stress on all the causes of 
the church, which before had been in 
sharp and wasteful competition, and, in 
addition, the education of all the women 
of the church about all the departments 
of the church’s life and work. Few will 
deny the effectiveness with which these 
two things have been done. Moreover, 
while the percentages may differ, it is a 
fact that foreign missions, for example, 
has been supported by a greater propor- 
tion of women who have known more 
about missions and have given greater 
gifts than was ever true in our church 
under the old system, 


Another important consideration which 
should be borne in mind in our budget 
discussions, is the total program of the 
church. Al] these good works are done in 
obedience to the persisting commands of 
Christ... Home missions is certainly a fun- 
damental need and challenge—and ob- 
ligation—of the Christian, as also are 
our education causes and all the rest. 
Everyone of them contributes to the total 
work of the church. As the early disci- 
ples came to see, “the world,” into which 
they were sent, began in “Jerusalem and 
Judea.” 

There are difficult and persisting prob- 
lems related to the church’s total budget. 
Some of these need long and careful study. 
Perhaps our entite financial system needs 
a thorough overhauling. There are many 
places where improvements might well be 
made. But one need is always obvious: 
The importance of loyal support and sac- 
rificial dedication on the part of all mem- 
bers to the Assembly-authorized program 
of advance as it is adopted each year. 


*Knox wrote against the “Monstrous 
Regiment” of women, meaning thereby not 
the “army of women” but the “rule of 
women.” It was directed against “Bloody” 
Mary of England, and Mary of Guise, the 
Queen Mother and Regent in Scotland, 
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‘Continuing Church’ 
Supporters to Meet 


In Mont eat in Aug. 


Two-Day Session During Missions 
Conferences Called to Make Plans 


Opponents of Presbyterian (US-USA) 
reunion are being called to meet in 
Montreat, N. C., during the missions 
conference, August 7-8, and efforts are 
being made to enlist all possible sup- 
porters of the effort of what is called 
the Continuing, Church Committee. 
First publicized meeting of this group 
was held at Montreat last summer, fol- 
lowed by another meeting in Atlanta 
when the organization was completed 
and definite policies were announced. 

In the invitation which has been ex- 
tended to supposed sympathizers of the 
movement a reason for the gathering 
has been stated as follows, ‘‘The meet- 
ing of the General Assembly at Montreat 
this year has given additional evidence 
of the need of the further organization 
and work of our Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Supporters Group and our Con- 
tinuing Church Committee.” Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell, former missionary to China, 
it is stated, will address the opening 
session of the meeting. 

The invitation requests ‘‘the names 
and full addresses of others who should 
be invited to this meeting” and it cau- 
tions, ‘‘Please do not send the names 
of any unless you know that they are 
definitely in accord with the things that 
we are trying to do for the preservation 
of our church.” 

(See Editorial, page 8) 


Rachael Wylie to Be Professor 
And Associate Dean at ATS 


Rachael Wylie, DRE in the First 
church, Spartanburg, S. C., for the past 
12 years, will become assistant professor 
of religious education and associate dean 
of women at the Assembly’s Training 
School beginning September 1, accord- 
ing to an announcement by President 
Henry Wade DuBose. Miss Wylie is a 
native of York, S. C., a graduate of Con- 
verse College and the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, and served for five years as 
student counsellor at Florida State Col- 
lege for Women. In recent years, as 
director of the day school conducted in 
the Spartanburg church, she has become 
one of the denomination’s most ex- 
perienced workers in church-related 
kindergarten activities, 





NEWS BRIEFS 


By Religious News Service 





Washington, D. C.—Churches and re- 
ligious institutions are now Officially 
permitted to buy surplus government 
property under a new policy announced 
here by the War Assets Administration. 

* * * 


Washington, D. C.—President Tru- 
man has appointed three nationally- 
known clergymen along with 27 other 
leaders in various fields to a National 
Commission on Higher Education. The 
three are Methodist Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam, New York, president of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches; Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise, New York, president of the 
Jewish Institute of Religion, and the 
Very Rev. Msgr. Frederick G. Hoch- 
walt, Washington, D. C., director of the 
department of education of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference. 


* * * 


Cleveland.—Plans to establish a $2,- 
500,000 corporation which will produce 
motion pictures “with a Christian back- 
ground” were announced here by the 
board of governors of the National Fed- 
eration of Lutheran Clubs. 


* * * 


Washington, D. C. (RNS).—The 
capital’s multi-million dollar Mohamme- 
dan mosque, plans for which were re- 
cently announced by representatives of 
the Egyptian legation, will be ec on- 
structed on a 200- by 150-foot site at 
the corner of Massachusetts Avenue and 
Belmont Road, N. C., it was announced 
here. The site was acquired at an es- 
timated cost of almost $100,000 by the 
Washington Mosque Foundation Com- 
mittee, headed jointly by the Ambassa- 
dor from Iran and the Ministers of Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Egypt. It was re- 
ported here that part of the money 
used in purchasing the plot was donated 
by Aga Khan, of India, reputed to be 
the world’s wealthiest man. 

+ * * 


Franklin, Ind.—Franklin College 
(Baptist) will give one course free to 
the wives of veterans who are enrolled 
in the school, according to President W. 
G. Spencer. The move is designed to 
“bring veterans’ wives into the normal 
friendly social life of a small church 
college.’” Many wives are expected to 
take courses in home economics and 


home planning. 


Radio Analysis Puts 
Religious Programs 


High in Preference 
Rank Second to Hillbilly 


Music in Louisville Area 


Louisville, Ky. (RNS).—Religious 
programs, with 21 per cent response, 
rank second only to hillbilly music (26 
per cent), radio station WHAS has 
found in analyzing the program pref- 
erences of the territory it serves. 

This fact was derived from testimony 
presented to the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission at a recent clear-chan- 
nel hearing for WHAS, 50,000-watt Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System outlet 
which serves Kentucky and Southern 
Indiana. WHAS is owned by The Cour- 
ier-Journal and The Louisville Times. 

The survey on which the testimony 
was based was made by Benson and 
Benson, an analysis firm in Princeton, 
N. J., over some 39 counties in Ken- 
tucky and 8 counties in Southern In- 
diana, all within a 100-mile radius of 
Louisville. 

“It is found that hillbilly music and 
religious programs are much more popu- 
lar among residents in towns under 
2,500, and on farms, than among those 
living in larger places,’’ Lawrence E. 
Benson of the analysis firm told F. C. 
C. commissioners at the hearing. 


More Men Than Women 


Mr. Benson found that 29 per cent 
of the men and 23 per cent of the wo- 
men listed religious programs in a pre- 
ferred category. Broken down fur- 
ther, this preference ran 24 per cent 
in farm areas, 29 per cent in places 
under 2,500 population, and 13 per 
cent in places over 2,500 population— 
hillbilly music running ahead of reli- 
gious programs in the first two groups 
with 33 per cent and 29 per cent, re- 
spectively. 

In places of over 2,500 population, 
religious programs drew 3 per cent 
more than hillbilly music, with popu- 
lar music, daytime serials, and news 
leading in that order, although news 
rated only 14 per cent, or just 1 per 
cent higher than religion. 

Approached from the negative as- 
pect—‘‘What type of radis program 
should be curtailed?’’—only 1 per cent 
of the men and even fewer women lis- 
teners mentioned religious broadcasts. 
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Reporting on the 15 most popular 
programs presented during morning 
hours and the 15 most popular in af- 
_ ternoon hours, religious programs made 
the grade, Mr. Benson found. 

Of the five least popular WHAS morn- 
ing programs, one religious program 
was listed, yet it had a rating of better 
than 10 per cent listener appeal, Mr. 
Benson’s figures showed. 

Commenting on why WHAS religious 
programs continued to hold listener in- 
terest, Jean H. Clos, production man- 
ager for the station, told Religious News 
Service: 

1. “Emphasis is placed on quality 
rather than quantity.”” As a matter of 
fact, the total amount of time given 
over to religious programs has dropped 
somewhat because of this factor, he said. 

2. “Stability of time periods.” He 
said WHAS, unlike most other stations, 
keeps its religious programs going at 
the same time of the day, thus build- 
ing up a continuity of listeners. 

3. “Continuity of personalities.”’ This, 
he said takes into consideration obtain- 
ing the best possible speakers. 

4. “Production supervision is equal 
to that given the most lucrative com- 
mercial program.”’ 


Mountain Estate to Be Used 
By N. C. Religious Groups 

Charlotte, N. C. (RNS)—Summer 
schedule for the use of the L. D. 
Blumenthal estate at Little Switzerland, 
N. C., by Charlotte churches and syna- 
gogues has been completed. The prop- 
erty, including a 70-room hotel and re- 
creational facilities, is located in the 
mountains and has been made available 
by the estate owners to Charlotte re- 
ligious groups during July and August. 

Local congregations which have re- 
served the facilities for a week each in- 
clude Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian 
and Baptist churches and two syna- 
gogues The last week of the season 
will be devoted to an interfaith retreat. 


Training School Looks Forward 
To Large August Enrollment 

With a summer term enrollment of 
47, the Assembly’s Training School in 
Richmond, Va., looked forward to the 
coming of more than 60 additional stu- 
dents in August, most of whom will be 
in the first summer school of church 
music, though a few will enter courses 
in Bible and religious education. 

Guest professors for the term include 
Miss Frances Query, Charlotte, N. C., 
who is teaching methods of teAching 
Bible in public schools and a course in 
the use of visual aids; David Hugh 
Jones, Princeton Seminary, who. will 
teach organ; Ruth Krehbiel Jacobs, Los 
Angeles, who will teach children’s choir 


methods and conduct a_e children’s 


demonstration choir; and Ernest Trice 
Thompson of Union Seminary, who will 
teach a course on “The Church Today.” 
Other courses in Bible and religious 
education are being taught by regular 
members of the training school faculty. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


J. LEIGHTON STUART 
Dr. Stuart, newly appointed Ambassador 
to China and long time missionary of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, ar- 
rived in Nanking from Peiping July 15 
and was expected to fly to Kuling, 
China’s summer capital, the same week 
to present his credentials to Generalis- 
simo Chiang Kai-shek. Rumors have it 
that Dr. Stuart was appointed to this 
post at the insistence of General 
Marshall. 





Clergyman Lives on 74c 
Weekly Diet to Aid Relief 

Louisville, Ky.—Just to prove it can 
be done, George Swann, pastor of Eden- 
side Christian Church here, ate for a 
whole week at a cost of 74 cents and 
gained 114 pounds in the process. Dr. 
Swann pointed out that the money 
saved by following a carefully planned 
cheap diet for a week could be donated 
to the Famine Relief Committee. Five 
years ago he made a similar week-long 
experiment. Those meals cost him 51 
cents, ‘but that was before the cost of 
food had gone up,’’ he explained. 

Dr. Swann’s basic food was whole 
whole wheat flour costing 5 cents a 
pound, mixefl with soybean meal (3% 
cents a pound). The proportion was 
two parts flour to one of meal. A typi- 
cal day’s menu: 

Breakfast: 3 ounces of his mixed 
flour in cakes, peanut butter in Karo 
syrup. Total cost, 1% cents. 

Lunch: % pint buttermilk, fried po- 


tatoes. Cost, 4 cents, 





OUTLOOK REPRINTS 
By Kenneth J. Foreman and others 
Being sold at the Conference , Book 
Stores at MONTREAT, MASSANETTA, 
KERRVILLE. 
Ask for Them! 
Or, order direct from 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
Richmond 19, Va. 
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Supper: Pea soup, fried potatoes, 
bread, syrup, peanut butter. Cost, 9% 
cents. . 

The menu was varied a bit, but no 
day cost him more than 15 cents. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHAPLAINS 

Byron L. Milton, from Santa Rosa, 
Calif., to 5419 Jackson, Houston 4, 
Texas, 

Carl G. Howie, from FPO, San Fran- 
cisco, to 307 Marble St., Charlotte, N. C. 
He will study at Union Seminary next 
year under terms of a fellowship won 
two years ago. 

Leland N. Edmunds, after service at 
U. S. Naval Air Station, Kaneohe Bay, 
Hawaii, is en route home. His family 
is living at Montreat, N. C. 

Charles E. McLean, Jr., will be study- 
ing at Louisville seminary for approxi- 
mately one year. ‘ 

John S. Brown, 3212 Brook Road, 
Richmond 22, Va., will be available for 
work beginning in October. 

Bernard H. Boyd, now at Union Semi- 
nary, will be professor of Bible at 
Presbyterian College in South Carolina 
beginning with the fall term. 

Charles C. Cowsert from Fountain 
City, Tenn., to 406 Second St., New- 
port, Tenn. 








PITTSBURGH 

John A. Redhead, Jr., Greensboro, 
N. C., is one of the summer preachers 
at the East Liberty church, Pittsburgh, 
July 28. 

Frank H. Caldwell, presidentof 
Louisville Seminary, will preach at the 
community service in Carnegie Music 
Hall, Pittsburgh, August. 

James A. Jones, Charlotte, N. C., will 
preach at the Sixth United Presbyterian 
church, Pittsburgh, July 28. 


PRINCETON INSTITUTE 

Among the Southern Presbyterians 
enrolled at the recent Princeton Insti- 
tute of Theology were: Harris E. Kirk, 
Baltimore, on the faculty; J. S. Albert- 
son, Bethesda, Md.; John D. Smith, For- 
est City, N. C.; W. A. Wilkerson, Ruth- 
erfordton, N. C.; Neill R. McGeachy, 
Statesville, N. C.; Jos. M. Garrison, 
Greensboro, N. C.; Sam Burney Hay, 
Auburn, Ala; Fred V. Poag, Alexandria, 
Va.; John S. Land, New Orleans; Paul 
Tudor Jones, High Point, N. C.; Wm. 
EK. Phifer, Jr., Nashville, Tenn.; Zeb V. 
Roberson, Roanoke, Va.; Ronald S. Wil- 
son, Winchester, Va.; Hunter B. 
Blakely, James A. Jones, Charles G. Mc- 
Clure and Chas. E. S. Kraemer, all of 
Charlotte, N. C. 


CHANGES 


Paul E. Crane, Accomac, Va., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Nitro, W. Va., 
church. 
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With biting irony, a home mission leader 
writes of the church’s failures in home missions 


**Let’s Fish or Cut Bait!’’ 


By ROBERT H. WALKUP* 


AY DOWN SOUTH in Mississippi where I grew up 
we had a saying that went like this: “A feller ought 
to either fish or cut bait.’”’ It is a fairly common 

expression today and needs no explanation. It seems to me 
that the time has come to use this expression about our 
home mission work in our church. We ought to either 
fish or cut bait. We can slightly change the figure and say 
that we ought to either hunt or call in the dogs. Let’s 
decide whether we want to have a home mission program 
or whether we want to declare the whole thing a tragic 
mistake and quit. The Lord knows we cannot go on much 
longer half in and half out. Now if we want to quit, I 
have some proposals on how we can get out of home 
missions. 


“Let’s Humble These Men” 


To quit home missions we need first of all only to de- 
velop a trend of thought already in the church. We need 
to bear in mind that the home mission work is a form of 
ecclesiastical ‘charity. This is important. We must con- 
stantly remind the home mission churches that they are re- 
ceiving GIFTS from the self-supporting churches. Let 
them know time and time again that they exist by the 
bounty of larger churches. Bring this fact home to the 
ministers serving these churches. Yes, let’s humble these 
men. They need humbling after having their pride fed 
by getting stuck in the mud for two hours and then finding 
ten out for services. Whenever presbytery or synod meets 
we must be sure that the docket includes at least two fine 
talks on home missions by men who have never seen the 
inside of a home mission church. Let them plead for funds 
for our poor underpaid home mission workers right there 
before these sanje workers: That has a fine effect on the 
workers and it will be a big help in getting our church 
out of home missions. 

If we are determined to quit home missions we must 
give due consideration to home mission personnel. If we 
have a queer brother who cannot get along with a nice 
self-supporting church, let’s cram him down the throat of 
some home mission church even if we have to make a few 
threats about the appropriation for the next church year. 
When we find a brother getting along in years and some- 
what broken in health it will help the cause if we will sug- 
gest to him that perhaps he ought to seek a rural field where 
the strain is not so great. Any fool knows that it doesn’t 
take much strength to make pastoral calls across fifty square 
miles. It also helps if we send the very young men to 
home mission fields and try them for a year or two until 
the people begin to have confidence in them and then eall 
these young men to larger fields which can make “better 
use of their gifts.” : 


Qualifications for Service 


Along with this we really ought to give some thought 
to the personnel of our committees and their servants. It 
will expedite our removal from the home mission scene 
if we will adopt a policy now in effect in some presbyteries. 
See to it that no home mission minister ever serves on a 
home mission committee. This is but reasonable. After 
all their knowledge of the work and interest in the work 
is sure to give them a bias. In choosing our home mission 
superintendents let’s be sure to call them from large 
churches lest their thinking be corrupted by memories of 


*Superintendent of Home Missions in the Presbytery 
of Missouri. 


days when they served home mission fields. Our fine sense 
of logic will of course see that we carry out this policy 
through all the church courts in relation to their servants. 

Hardly less important than our selection of our personnel 
is our treatment of these men when they are on the fields. 
Here is an area where a little thought can produce won- 
derful results. It is important that we move with care. 
We must encourage the seminaries to speak with pride 
of their alumni who serve in foreign missions or in our 
larger self-supporting fields. This wise policy will help to 
give the right set of mind to the students. We should 
of course see to it that our colleges are always careful 
about the bestowing of D. D. degrees. After all, what can 
a fellow do with a red hood in Podunk center? Now it 
may seem a light thing to some, but it is important that 
we are careful in introducing these servants of the church 
to our friends. It is a fatal mistake to introduce one as a 
home missionary. That foolish designation can cause pride 
in his work. It is infinitely better to say in a condescending 
tone, ‘“‘Mr. So-and-So has several country churches.” Care- 
ful now that we never let slip the term, Larger Parish. 
That has a fine ring and could sound almost as good as serv- 
ing a church with fewer members all in one building. With 
a little real effort we can develop a perfect attitude in this 
area. The remark, “Poor old Dick, I was in seminary with 
him and he was a fine fellow but he has never had a good 
call, always several country churches,”’ is a sure indication 
of the development of the attitude sought. 


What They Live On 


At the risk of boring our readers, let’s go on and show 
some other areas where we need to be careful. Not least 
among these is in the matter of salary. It is not enough 
that we make these men feel like beggars when they get 
a salary check. It helps if we remember to hound them 
constantly, and to hound the congregation to take a larger 
amount of the ministers’ support. Make ’em beg at both 
places; beg the committee and beg the church. It is well 
to say a few words about the amount of these salaries 
paid to home mission ministers. Of late there has been an 
alarming tendency to raise these salaries until they are 
now within rifle range of the salaries paid to our more 
“strategically located’? ministers. That’s bad. Their sons 
may now be able to go to college and seminary and return 
to the home mission enterprise. Perish the thought! It 
is time we began to mouth again the great difference in 
the cost of living on a home mission field and on a self-sup- 
porting field. That is a fine line of talk, nonsense to be 
sure, but it sounds so learned, like a real economist. It 
has this further advantage. It makes the minister in real- 
ity dependent upon the, gifts of food from the members and 
thus serve to change them from expressions of love to 
needed charity. So let’s keep on thinking about those 
gifts of vegetables in the summer and fresh pork in the 
winter, and never a word, mind you. about suits of clothes 
and paid vacation trips and automobiles, because this would 
only serve to becloud the issue. 


Train Men for Other Situations 


The training of these ministers is also important. By 
all means they should be trained exactly like all other min- 
isters. Let them be prepared to serve congregations with 
three to four hundred members. Under no condition must 
we work toward the offering of special courses for them 
lest haply they become competent specialists and thereby 
entitled to more respect. Let them know all there is to 
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know about profound problems of theology but not one 


thing about crop rotation. We had better be careful about 
that innovation at Louisville if we want to get out of home 
missions. Let’s be certain that all candidates for home 
mission work are misfits. 

Now let’s look at the matter of statistics and reports. 
One of the best ways to get out of home missions is to 
play these up to the sky. By all means let’s require 
every man serving a home mission field to fill out a ques- 
tionnaire on number of calls made and sermons preached 
and other vital information. It will help if we make the 
proper handling of these reports a condition of home mis- 
sion aid on the salary. Surely these men who have been 
set apart to the ministry, and have dedicated their lives 
to the home mission effort, will work harder for a little 
supplement in salary than they will for love of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Then, too, it is well that we make require- 
ments of these men which are not made of any other min- 
isters. We cannot put too much emphasis on the importance 
of churches coming to self-support. It really is not im- 
portant whether or not the minister is trying to develop 
benevolence giving, or perhaps seeking to build up a plant 
long neglected, or trying to enrich the ministry of the 
church, the main idea we must keep ever before us is that 
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the home mission committees must be relieved of part of 
the burden. That word burden is a fortunate term. It 
always helps to use it when speaking to the elders of home 
mission churches. Remember, now, each year when bud- 
gets are being prepared let’s have a big hue and cry about 
self-support and say nothing at all about additions on pro- 
fession and families reached. If we do this every year, 
before long we will have no home mission burden. We 
won’t even have any home missions. 


If We Want Out of Home Missions 


Here, then, are a few modest proposals, a few plans 
of action which if followed will enable our noble church 
to hold with comfort the view that the elect of God are to 
be always and everywhere the elite of man. These simple 
plans and methods will if handled with average skill hasten 
by a decade or more, the day when home missions will be 
of interest only to the Historical Foundation in the Pres- 
byterian Church. Now some gentle souls may feel that I 
speak with undue bitterness. Some may feel that my lan- 
guage is a wee bit strong. To be sure all is negative. That 
results from the assumption that we want out of home mis- 
sions. If we want to stay in then that’s a different matter. 


The Confession of Faith in Basic English 


About a Project of James A. Millard, Jr. 


OR THE PAST YEAR or two James A. Millard, Jr., 
pastor of the Prytania Street Church in New Orleans, 
has been working, on his own initiative, on a different 

kind of revision of the Confession of Faith which, with the 
catechisms, composes the doctrinal standards of the Pres- 
byterian Church Dr. Millard’s work is in Basic English* 
as he has taken statements couched in 17th century lan- 
guage and translated them into the nearest possible ex- 
pression which the Basic vocabulary permits—850-1,000 
words insiead of the 414,825 which the English language 
possesses. 





JAMES A, MILLARD, JR. 


Seeks to get away from three-century-old stufliness, 


This effort is one of a number of evidences throughout 
the church that a more up-to-date statement of faith is 
needed. Some people talk in terms of keeping the ancient 
Confession just as it is, putting it aside unchanged from its 
1643-47 form, in order that it may reflect the way our fore- 
fathers expressed the faith that was in them. In place 
of it, some insist, there should be produced for our age 
what these stalwarts of the faith worked out for theirs. 
Instead of using ancient creeds and statements which were 
entirely sound and true, the Westminster fathers wrought 
out with tremendous pains and energy their own declara- 
tion in terms of the conflicts of their age and in language 
which was a part of the pattern of their times. There are 
other people who feel that the old form of the Confession 
of Faith can be maintained but that its language can be 
made new and its statements brought into line with the 
working of the Spirit of God in the present age. 

When elders and deacons are called into service by a 
congregation they are required sincerely to ‘‘receive and 
adopt the Confession of Faith and catechisms as contain- 
ing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures. 

No one has ever dared make an investigation as to 
how many of these officers have read, or even seen, a copy 
of the Confession of Faith. Some officers, starting out 
bravely to inform themselves about ‘‘what Presbyterians 
believe,” have found themselves out of their depth in lan- 
guage of bysone days before they have turned many pages. 
At such times the temptation has been to put the book aside 
until some more appropriate moment and to accept the va- 
lidity of the Confession on the say-so of the minister or 
some more experienced elder. Or, perhaps the leaflet con- 
taining the “Brief Statement of Faith’ summarizing Pres- 
byterian doctrines and authorized by the General Assem- 
bly, serves the purpose of letting such men know about 
the high points of the faith 

Dr. Millard’s purpose, as he states it, ‘is to provide some- 
thing which will simplify teaching the Confession to laymen 
and especially to young people.’’ Toward this end, he be- 
lieves, Basic appears to be a promising tool. 

“The greater graphic quality in the Basie is a fresh 
breeze playing upon the arid stuffiness of the three-century- 
old phrases,” in his judgment. ‘We do not think or talk 
today in the verbal pattern of the 17th century, and for 
that reason our Confession comes to our eye and ear as a 
thing divorced from reality. 











lie tht. i i et i i 


_ 


= a 


Sate oD 


(ees 





out 
is 
ent 
its 
re- 
ace 
aAze 
irs. 
ere 
ght 
ira- 
age 
are 
sion 
be 
the 


ya 
and 
ain- 
res. 
s to 
opy 
out 
ians 
lan- 
izes. 
side 
/ Va- 
r or 
con- 
- res- 
sem - 
bout 


ome- 
ymen 
ep be- 


fresh 
tury- 
talk 
i for 
as a 


JULY 29, 1946 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
Back of Words to Reality 


“Abstract and technical terms of Reformed theology are 
lost upon the mind of our generation,” he goes on. ‘‘Basic 
forces the reshaping of such terms until they strike with 
an impact upon us. And we are intrigued to seek the reality 
which has for us been hidden behind the abstraction.” 

It is the purpose of Dr. Millard, after checking his work 
with different theologians in the church, to provide the 
Basic interpretation in parallel columns alongside the origi- 
nal language of the Confession. He is copyrighting the 


work he has done. 


A few years ago he compiled a long-needed ‘‘Digest of 
the General Assembly Proceedings of the Presbyterian 
Church, US,” for his doctor of theology degree at Union 
Seminary in Virginia. This work was adopted and issued by 
the General Assembly as its official digest and has become 


a widely-used reference work. 


Some portions of his interpretation in Basic as com- 
pared with the original language of the Confession may 


be seen below. 


WESTMINSTER 


I. 6. The whole counsel of 
God, concerning all things 
necessary for his own glory, 
man’s salvation, faith and 
life, is either expressly set 
down in Scripture, or by 
good and necessary conse- 
quence may be deduced from 
Scripture; ... 


I. 8. (The Old Testament 
in Hebrew and the New Tes- 
tament in Greek) being im- 


BASIC ENGLISH 


All God has to say on 
every thing necessary for his 
most great self, and neces- 
sary for man’s salvation, be- 
lief and behavior, is put 
down in the Holy Writing, 
or by straight thought may 
be gotten from the Holy 
Writing. 


Because these Holy Writ- 
ings were given by God him- 
self, and by his special care 





*Basic English, produced by C. K. Ogden, of the Ortho- 
logical Institute, is a simple form of the English language 
which, with 850 words, is able to give the sense of any- 
thing which may be said in English. The New Testament 
in Basic English, first published in 1941, has gone through 
more than twelve editions but it has not been particularly 
significant in its influence. The vocabulary was increased 
by the addition of 50 special Bible words and the. use of 
100 words listed as giving most help in the reading of 
English verse to 1,000 words for the purpose of putting the 
Bible into Basic. 


mediately inspired by God, 
and by his singular care and 
providence kept pure in all 
ages, are therefore authen- 
tical; so as in all contro- 
versies of religion the church 
is finally to appeal unto 
them. 

II. 3. In the unity of the 
Godhead there be three per- 
sons of one substance, 
power, and eternity; God the 
Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost. The 
Father is of none, neither 
begotten nor _ proceeding; 
the Son is eternally begotten 
of the Father; the Holy 
Ghost eternally proceeding 
from the Father and the Son. 


III. 1. God from all eter- 
nity by the most wise and 
holy counsel of his own will, 
freely and unchangably or- 
dains whatsoever comes to 
pass: 


V. 7. As the providence 
of God doth, in general, 
reach to all creatures; so, 
after a most special manner, 
it taketh care of his church, 
and disposeth all things to 
the good thereof. 


VI. 4. From this original 
corruption, whereby we are 
utterly indisposed, disabled 
and made opposite to all 
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and attention have been kept 
true through all the years, 
our copies may be taken as 
right. And in all arguments 
of religion the church has to 
go to these Holy Writings 
in Hebrew and Greek. 


God is a unit which has in 
it three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit. All 
these persons have the same 
existence and power, and are 
without start or end. 

The Father is made by no 
one. 

The Son is for ever sent 
by the Father and is for ever 
part of God, the unit. 

The Holy Spirit is for ever 
coming from the Father and 
the Son together, and is for 
ever part of God, the unit. 


Before the start of time 
God made a most wise and 
holy design, covering every 
thing and every event. 


God’s general attention 
takes in all which he has 
made. In a special way, it 
takes care of his church, 
and makes all things have 
good for it. 


By this destruction which 
we have in us from birth, we 
are made— 

-—to have no desire for 


evil, do proceed all actual any good, 
transgressions. —to be unable to do any 
good, 
—to be opposite to all 
good, and 


—to take a complete turn 
to all evil. 

All acts of wrong-doing 
come from this condition 
within us. 





BOOK SECTION 


JESUS AND OUR HUMAN PROBLEMS. By Robert E. 
Speer. Fleming H. Revell Company, 1946. 194 pages. $2.50. 

Beginning with a chapter on ‘‘The Consciousness of Christ 
as the Son of God,” the author proceeds to discuss in suc- 
ceeding chapters “the good news of the Son of God” about 
God, man, human society, prayer, sin and suffering, and 
the life beyond. 

The purpose appears to be both to explain and _ inci- 
dentally to defend the Christian faith with regard to the 
matters discussed. The case is clearly, logically, and co- 
gently presented. 

The treatment is well outlined and easily followed, but 
innumerable quotations and references throughout the book 
make the reading of it somewhat tedious. 

Bluefield, W. Va. HARMON B. RAMSEY. 





LIGHT OF CHRIST. By Evelyn Underhill. Longmans, 
Green and Company, New York, 1945. 107 pages. $1.75. 

The devotional life of the church is already under heavy 
debt to the late Evelyn Underhill. Her studies of the mys- 
tic approach in religion, coupled with the writings of her 
great teacher, Baron von Hugel, contain our best contem- 
porary guide to the deep things of the spirit. These few 
pages are a long look at the various stages of Christ’s life, 
as the story is paralleled by the great windows of a ca- 
thedral. This “chewing of the evangelical cud,” as she 
terms meditation on the gospels, is shown to be the inex- 


haustible basis of prayer and Christian growth. Here is 
the distilled essence of a great soul, given with the sim- 
plicity, humility, and unexpected humor which mark the 
writings of the saints. J. M. WALKER, JR. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


BURMA SURGEON RETURNS. By Gordon §S. Seagrave. 
W. W. Norton and Company, New York. 268 pp. $3.00. 

When William James used his famous phrase, “the moral 
equivalent of war,’’ he was urging society to find in time 
of peace the activities which would stimulate men to the 
pitch of self-sacrifice, devoted comradeship, and unbe- 
lievable endurance so often found in war. Dr. Gordon Sea- 
grave of the American Baptist Mission in Burma had evi- 
dently found just that in his peacetime fight against disease. 
When his hospital unit of native nurses became a part of 
the war against Japan, he made that moral equivalent a 
part of war itself, and in doing so he has given us one 
of the bright stories of the human spirit. This book, con- 
tinuing the story first told in Burma Surgeon, records Dr. 
Seagrave’s service with the Chinese-American army which 
drove the Japanese out of northern Burma and enabled him 
to return to his hospital site at Namkham. The story of 
surgery under jungle conditions tempts one to use the word. 
miracle, but the Burma Surgeon is a thoroughly human per- 
son, at his best when making short and humorous work of 
cant, whether it be military courtesy, ‘‘Park Avenue” sur- 
gery, or denominational prejudice. Though this is pri- 


marily a “book of action, there are in it opinions on the 
future of Burma and missions which should not go un- 
heeded in colonial offices and mission boards. 


J. M. WALKER, JR. 


Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 
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EDITORIAL 


A Continuing Presbyterian Church? 


In recent months leaders of the op- 





position to the reunion of the Presby- 
terian Churches, US and USA, have been 
rather free to admit that they know 
their opposition is futile—that reunion 
is inevitable. They have frankly de- 
clared to those who favor reunion that 
they see no way to stop it and that their 
purpose now is to do everything possible 
to develop a continuing church and to 
secure for it as many of the tangible 
assets of the present church as they can. 

Last summer the group opposing re- 
union formally organized in Montreat, 
completing their organization of a Con- 
tinuing Church Committee in Atlanta 
in a later meeting. Now invitations to 
another Montreat conference for 
“further organization and work’ are 
being issued. This is scheduled just 
before the Home Missions Conference 
closes and on to the beginning of the 
Foreign Missions Conference. It is en- 
tirely possible that the ‘‘mission” of this 
Continuing Church group will loom far 
larger to many who attend than these 
basic missions of our church. 

A number of questions are raised in 
our minds by the announcements of this 
group in our church. For one thing, 
we wonder if those who expect to attend 
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this meeting understand the organiza- 
tion’s purpose to be that of laying plans 
for a separate and continuing church 
and if they are party to the intentions 
which are frankly acknowledged by 
some of the leaders of the movement. 
It is a bit hard to believe that all who 
will be there do share this intention, 
yet, in the light of the declared purpose 
of the letter of invitation, anyone who 
accepts the invitation would be _ pre- 
sumed to be in sympathy with this en- 
deavor. 

If the invitation is to be taken at its 
face value, if the purpose of those who 
oppose reunion has changed so that they 
are no longer working to prevent re- 
union as first declared, but if they now 
admit, as some are prepared to do, that 
union is bound to come in a matter of 
time and if, as some acknowledge, they 
deliberately and confessedly have begun 
the work of a continuing church—to 
take as many members, as many 
churches, as much property as possible 
out of the Presbyterian Church—then 
from Maryland to Texas and from Mis- 
souri to Florida the church as a whole 
ought to know what is going on. 


What Troubles Young People? 


Many people—parents, pastors, 
teachers and friends, not to speak of 
countless others in the business world— 
are trying to find and keep abreast of 
what young people are interested in. 
What questions trouble them? What 
answers are they seeking? 

In one of our summer conferences an 
experiment recently helped to point up 
this problem. It was the synod’s con- 
ference in West Virginia and the vesper 
speaker was William B. Ward of Elkins. 
At his first service Mr. Ward challenged 
the young people to “Live Christ,” and 
indicated that certain problems arise 
as anyone tries to “Live Christ” in 1946. 
Then he distributed a list of problem- 
questions to the entire 
These 13 questions had 


conference. 

been boiled 
down from a much longer list by his 
own young people in Elkins, Next morn- 
ing the lists were returned with six 
topics checked, On the basis of these 
selections, Mr. Ward gave his vesper 
talks each evening during the remainder 
of the conference. 

According to this list, young people 
are concerned with the following prob- 
lems (total number checking the ques- 
tion is given in each case): 


1. How can I know which amuse- 
ments are right? 194. 

2. What are the Christian ideals in 
choosing a life’s partner (husband or 
wife?) 174. 

3. How far can a Christian go to have 
popularity? 71. 

4. How should I spend my Sundays? 
162. 

5. How can T know if I am called to 
full-time Christian service? 144. 

6. How can I be sure there is a life 
after death? 121. 


Of equal interest is the list of prob- 
lems which were not checked often 
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enough to be included in the first six: 


How can I conquer worry? 

Why doesn’t God answer my prayers? 

How does one truly repent? 

What are the Christian ideals in 
choosing a life’s vocation? 

How can [I find God? 

How can I conquer fear? 

How can [I make my present home 
more Christian? 


A good many “morals” could be 
drawn from this study.’ It tells much 
about young people, but it also tells 
much about parents, teachers and minis- 
sters. It indicates what problems have 
been sharpened in the concience of 
youth and it may also suggest vital 
areas of concern which have _ been 
omitted. But let us not dwell too long 
upon such possibilities. Let us simply 
see what, out of these 13 problems, 
these young people felt most sharply. 
And we might also see what we have 
been doing in our different spheres to 
meet these felt needs. 


Inflation and the Minister’s Salary 


The nation seems to be fighting, at 
the present time at least, a losing fight 
against inflation. It is not our purpose 
here to analyze the various pressures 
that have been brought to bear on our 
political and economic life as they have 
resulted in a steady rise in prices. And 
at the time of the writing of this edi- 
torial it is not possible to predict the 
future of the OPA. But regardless of 
what happens to OPA it seems in- 
evitable that within the immediate 
future the dollar will buy less and less. 

In the light of this situation the 
churches should be sensitive to the de- 
mands that will be made on the minis- 
ter’s salary. We are not concerned that 
the minister in this period should have 
more than enough to keep him reason- 
ably free from worldly cares and avoca- 
tions and able to give himself to his 
spiritual ministry. In many cases the 
salaries which have already been es- 
tablished will be sufficient for the minis- 


ter to be able to carry on without em- 


barrassment, But where the salary was 
already inadequate a sharp rise in prices 
in the next few months may mean that 
the minister will find it very difficult to 
maintain the standard of living which 
his congregation demands and to meet 
his necessary obligations. This will be 
particularly true of the men in our home 
mission fields where the salary is seldom 
more than barely adequate to meet the 
necessary expenses of the minister. Our 
home mission committees should there- 
fore be particularly concerned to be 
aware of the actual conditions which 
their ministers are facing, 

A general rise in the salary scale 
would hardly seem advisable until it is 
possible to see the true nature of the 
emergency situation through which we 
are passing. We would have no objec- 


tion to such a rise in salaries if the 
churches and home mission agencies 
would be able permanently to continue 
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them, But the church must not increase 
its regular annual expenses to the point 
at which the coming of the depression 
which must follow the inflation will find 
the church hopelessly overextended in 
its commitments. The best solution for 
the immediate present would seem to 
be a bonus that could be repeated a 
year from now if conditions still demand 
it but would not become a permanent 
annual commitment. 

Another group of men who should be 
the concern of the church at this time 
are the men who have retired and are 
living on their annuity payments. In 
this respect the men on the Minister’s 
Annuity Fund are really not as well off 
as the men on Ministerial Relief. The 
Committee on Ministerial Relief can give 
a bonus if its funds permit. But the 
Minister’s Annuity Fund is on a contrac- 
tual basis. Its minimum of fifty dollars 
a month seemed fairly adequate when it 
was set up immediately after the de- 
pression when money still had purchas- 
ing power. But in cases in which men 
are entirely dependent upon it, it may 
be hopelessly inadequate in the period 
of inflation through which we are now 
passing. Where men are able to sup- 
plement their income by honorariums 
for preaching they may manage very 
nicely. But where men are sick and 
are entirely dependent on the Minister’s 
Annuity Fund cases of real need may 
arise to which the church should be 
keenly sensitive. The actual solution 
of these cases will have to be worked 
out in each individual case. But a great 
church must not permit her aged minis- 
ters to suffer in the period of inflation 
which we are now facing. 

‘HOLMES ROLSTON. 


GUEST EDITORS 


A Church-Union Discovery 





The experience which the Reformed 
Church in America and the United Pres- 
byterian Church of North America will 
have as they continue to study one 
another’s creeds can well be described 
by a ‘parable’ related by Dr. John H. 
Gerstner, Jr., one of our corresponding 
editors, in a communication to Chair- 
man Robert W. Gibson, as he submitted 
a requested summary study of creedal 
statements by way of expediting the 
church-union committee’s discussions. 


Both Churches are Members of “Same 
Camp” 

“Once after a skirmish with the 
enemy,’ wrote Dr. yerstner, ‘‘two 
soldiers were making their way back to 
their camp. As they spied each other 
crawling along each felt a deep sense 
of relief and satisfaction at finding an 
ally—-a friend—after, the grim comhat 
against endless foes. Soon they were 
crawling along together and now could 
recognize by their uniforms that they 
were both Americans. Yankees! Think 
of that! ! When they were finally back 
to their camp these men, arm in arm, 
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were singing, They had discovered that 
they were both from Brooklyn! 


Both Churches Have ‘‘Same Cause” 


“When we study these two churches’ 
beliefs (quoting at length from Dr. 
Gerstner’s letter) we know immediately 
that they belong to the same cause—to 
Christ and not to the enemy. The great 
resounding statements about a revela- 
tion of God in nature and in human 
nature are there. The inadequacy of 
the same to yield a saving knowledge of 
God, humbly but insistently declared, is 
there. Bold and urgent proclamation 
of a supernatural revelation is there. 
A simple, fervent presentation of Jesus 
Christ crucified, the only Savior of a 
perishing world, is there. Definitely, 
these bodies, creedally speaking, are on 
the side of God and not of the enemy; 
they are a part of the holy catholic 
church, the Kingdom of God universal. 


Both Churches Have “Same Native 
Land” 


“When we study further we discover 
that these two churches belong to the 
same native land. There are the signs 
of the Reformation on the pages of their 
syinbols. Evangelical is the word. 
There is no dependence on an infallible 
hierarchy in them; Christ is the only 
head of these churches, There’s no re- 
liance on the mediatorship of men or 
angels; they know but one Mediator be- 
tween God and man. A reverence for 
their sacraments is there but without 
superstition. The rites of these churches 
are effective as the heart is right with 
God; apart from that there is no efficacy 
in them, Clearly, both of these bodies 
have priests—as many priests as mem- 
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bers—each of whom enjoys private 
access at any time, in any place, to the 
presence of God. 


Both Churches Belong to “Same Home 
Town” 


“When we study still further we dis- 
cover that these two communions be- 
long to the same home town. Not only 
are they supernaturalistic and evangeli- 
cal, but also distinctly reformed. Man 
is dead in sin, they affirm, unable, be- 
cause unwilling, to do anything truly 
good that is for the glory of God. Some 
of these wrath-deserving sinners a just 
God elected to life, by electing his Son 
to death in their stead. Then when his 
Spirit had come to dwell in them, they 
were drawn to the Christ who died for 
them. And that Spirit, though grieved 
by many a sin, will remain until sin 
remains no more and thus the saints 
persevere, ‘ 


“In the Same Church All the While” 


“The homogeneity of these creeds is 
so great and convincing that, from that 
standpoint, the union of these churches 
is a fait accompli, requiring only formal 
ratification and acknowledgement. A 
woman from one of our large Phila- 
delphia churches once told me of having 
taken a trip to Europe and having made 
the acquaintance of another person on 
shipboard who, she discovered later, had 
worshiped in the same congregation in 
Philadelphia on opposite sides of the 
same sanctuary for years. So this ad- 
venture in church union will un- 
doubtedly reveal that the two bodies 
have been in the same church all the 
while but are now becoming conscious 
of it.”"——-The United Presbyterian, 
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CHURCH NEWS 





From the Montreat 


Conferences 


Men's Council Elects Officers 
And Sets Up Seven Projects 


Montreat, N. C.—-A men’s council of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, was 
formed here at a Men-at-Montreat con- 
ference sponsored by the denomination. 
Purpose of the new organization will be 


to encourage laymen’s units in each 
presbytery and local church. 

Judge Robert F. Kennon, New 
Orleans, was named president of the 


council; E. L. Repass, Salem, Va., vice- 
president; Roy Hogrefe, assistant direc- 
tor of men’s work, Richmond, Va., secre- 
tary; key men in the Assembly: J. E. 
Dews, Stuttgart, Ark., and J. B. Fraser, 
Hinesville, Ga., S. H. Fulton, Laurin- 
burg, N. C., and W. Ted Jones, Ocala, 
Fla., synod _ representatives; LeRoy 
Burney, Columbia, S. C., and W. B. 
Sullivan, Dallas, Texas, regional direc- 
tors. These, with S. J. Patterson, men’s 
work director, compose the 
committee, 


executive 


Seven Projects Adopted 


Seven activity projects adopted by the 
council with which to challenge the men 
of the Southern Presbyterian men in- 
clude: (1) Organization of a _ presby- 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 


GEKO. C. BELLINGRATH, President 
The Best in High School Education 
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Our Trust Department facilities are 
especially valuable in these days of 
complicated taxes and estate proce- 
dure. It will cost you nothing but 
your time to discuss your problem 
with our Trust Officers. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


JOHN M. MILLER, JR., 
Chairman of the Board 
H. HITER HARRIS, 
President 
Capital ané Surplus Six Million Dollars 
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tery council in each of the presbyteries 
before November 30, looking toward an 
organization of men in 
»>vyer y congregation; 
(2) An outpost or 
better, ‘‘neighbor- 
100d,’’ Sunday school 
sstablished by each 
‘hurch in the Assembly 
luring thischurch 
rear; (3) Active visita- 
The 
Assembly’s evangelism 
director, H. H. Thomp- 
son, said, ‘‘Most people are won to Christ 
outside the worship services of a church; 
personal contact is imperative; most 
converts are won to the church by lay- 
men, pastor-led.”’ 

(4) Development of young men as 
leaders; (5) Individual. acceptance of 
God as business partner; (6) Financial 
support of the Presbyterian Radio Hour; 
(7) Assignment of every man in every 
local church to an appropriate task. 


ion evangelism. 


Dr. Thompson 


100 Years of Religious Education 


In one of his three addresses to this 
conference, Dr. Grant pointed out that 
1946 was the beginning of a new cen- 


tury in religious education, looking 
back to 1846 when Horace Bushnell 
wrote his famous book on Christian 


nurture. He spoke of the general con- 
ditions affecting people in that day: the 
question of the Bible in the schools and 
the separation of schools from churches; 
the uprooting of families in the days of 
the ’49-ers; the attitude of politicians 
on matters of public instruction in 
religion; the race question—run-away 
slaves—leading up to the war between 
the states. He compared and contrasted 
those conditions with those of today and 
pointed out the major needs in the field 
of religious nurture at the beginning of 
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the new century. ‘‘Making our church 
officers—the laymen—vocal,”’ he said, 
is imperative. ‘‘Our laymen must be- 
come articulate.’”” He stressed the im- 
portance of the men of the church being 
organized in order to establish proper 
relationships with all 
other organized groups 
Swithin the _ church. 
This is one of the chief 
paims of the men’s 
council of the Assembly 
*and of the Sunday 
school superintendents 
council, both of which 
organizations were 
meeting at Montreat. 

“You are the nucleus 
for the conversion of the South,’’ he 
said. ‘‘America must be converted to 
meet the new conditions developing now 
in this nation and in the world. Now is 
the time for action. 

In another address Dr. Grant under- 
scored the marks of a church “that is 
really alive,’’ showing that an awakened 
manpower is essential if strength is to 
be sustained, Down the ages, he said, 
“men have done what was right in their 
own sight and God has been left to 
shuffle along. This is happening again 
with us—God is on the sidelines while 
men are doing those things which are 
pleasing to themselves, but which in 
God’s sight are sin—liquor, sex, petty 
gambling, the attitude toward the 
Negro.’’ 









Dr. Grant 


Patton Says Russian Dedication 
Puts Many Churchmen to Shame 


“We live today in a world of contra- 
dictions. Russia is the most religious of 
all countries, yet Russia claims to have 
no religion. Every citizen believes he is 
not his own, but be- 
longs to the Party and 
all he is and has he 
holds in trust for the 
Party to be used in the 
Party’s service for the 
benefit of mankind. 
He believes that with 
a passionate devotion 
"and his whole life is 
based upon that belief. 
The world must be won 
for Communism. To this end he gives 
his time, his abilities, his material pos- 
sessions, his all. He believes in Com- 
munistic stewardship, though he never 
defines the term. 

“We define Christian stewardship. 
We accept the definition intellectually, 
and then do nothing about it. Steward- 
ship without a passion is no stewardship 
at all."—JAMES G. PATTON, JR., 
Secretary of Stewardship at the Men-at- 
Montreat Conference, July, 1946. 





Dr. Patton 


‘New Order’ In South Seen 
As Challenge To Church 


Montreat, N. C. (RNS)—The “new 
order” in the agricultural and industrial 
sections of the South offers a striking 
challenge to the Christian church, in 
the opinion of a religious education 
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seminar held here in connection with the 
Montreat Leadership School. Henry W. 
McLaughlin, director of country church 
work, led the study. 

Seminar findings declared that ‘in 
these sections we have the largest 
families today and it is essential that 
they be reached with a constructive 
Christian program to insure the ongoing 
of democracy which is founded on the 
Christian, principle of the worth of the 
individual and his place in _ society. 
These groups are the future voters of 
America and unless they understand the 
Christian, American way of life they 
may easily be led into revolt under the 
pressure of ideologies at variance with 
our own land.” 





THE WAY IT LooKS 


(To Me) FROM 








New York. 


Dear Mr. Editer, 

I swan, I have never been as hot as 
I am up north here, and I thought I was 
gonna get away from the sunny south, 
hah, hah! You know, it’s right nice up 
here though. I thought all the people 
would be sour and talk Yankee, but 
most of em smile, and hardly anybody 
talks English at all. This is just by 
way of innerduxion, you unnderstan. 
I want you to know, Mr. Editer, that I 
am just as much of a hick as you are. 
Fack, | don’t know whut I am doin up 
here. Took the wrong city bus, and 
here Tam. Thought I'd stop awhile and 
see the sights thuugh. My, but you 
ought to get a look at the crowds up 
here. As granmaw would say, they’re 
teamin. 

Whut I rely wanted to tell you about 
was the nice church service I went to 
this mornin’. I was a little afraid to 
go in at first, because my preetcher kept 
warnin me about goin anywher wher 
they wuz herry-tics, and he said the 
presbutrins up north er awful herry- 
tics some of them. I’m not sure whut 
a herry-tics are but I know the regular 








HEADQUARTERS 
fer RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
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kind give a person rocky mountin 
spotted fever, and I didn’t want no soul- 
fever in me, No sir. 

Well, I sauntered in reel causal like 
at 9:45 this mornin and looked at the 
sign first, and Mr. Editer, they must be 
somethin a lot diffrunt and [ guess they 
might be herry-tics, becawz do you know 
whut kind of a summer vaction Bible 
school they’re havin? Let me tell you 
for a fack. It lasts, now get this, it 
lasts from July 1 to July 26, yes it does, 
and does it go frum the primary and 
beginners to the juniors and _ inter- 
mejuts? NO! It goes from the age of 
3 to the age of 18, and everybody is 
welcome, absolutely free it say. 
Eemagine a big city church down south 
having Bible school for the senior de- 
partment! Why, my church stops with 
the juniors. [I axed around a little and 
found out they pay ther teachers, it 
lasts a whole month see, and that’s a 
long time fer a busy woman to give 
from 9 till 12 every day Monday thru 
Friday, I thought you’d like to know 
about thet. 

Well, in the Sunday school we had a 
fine class taught by a chemistry perfes- 
ser from one of the colleges around here. 
He taught about Jesus and the law you 
know, and I’ve heard just about the 
same words in Sunday school lessons 
down south. You know, after you’ve 
lived a certain number of years, you 
hear all the lessins. This man had a 
little more zeal and Christian fire than 
I usually see down south, but twarnt 
herry-tic stuff. 

Later on upstars in the sankchwary 
we had the 11 o’clok serviss. And 


lissen, Mr, Editer. > 
That man was so CERF 
the herry-tic. Why, 

if he had been brawt 


funderme Rn- 
tillist that by the 
time I left I knew 
it was me thet was 

up in Jackson, Misseisippy, ue cCOuiun’t 
er preached a more fundermentil ser- 
mon. He came right ont and said he 
was fundermentil, and I believed him. 






ll 


That church keeps havin an evenin ser- 
viss and prayer meetin all thru the 
summer too. Fer Sunday school they 
use the same kind uv himbook they have 
in the main church at Gordon Street 
presbutrian in Atlanta, and fer church 
they use the himnal put out by the 
northern presbutrians for evrybody to 
use. I’ve even seen it used down south. 
They had copies of the Bible in evry 
Sunday school seat, and I saw a coupla 
shorter kattyschisms on the benches 
too., It sure looked fundimentjl to me, 
but | ain’t too brite on matters like that. 

This don’t prove a thing. I know 
they’s bound to be some herry-ticil 
churches up north. I guess all Chris- 
tiandom, north and south, is perty much 
split up in its ideas. I sure have found 
some modernite preetchers in the south- 
ern presbutrian churches I’ve visited, 
and I guess ther er all kinds, but I 
allus say, we’re all workin for the King- 
dom of God, and ain’t any use fer the 
southern fundimentilists and the south- 
ern pergressiv conservatifs to break up 
formerly no matter how much they 
disigree. Likewise ain’t any use to keep 
our church from joinin the fellership 
of the northern one. Seems like the 
war between the states has been over a 
long time, powful long. They’s a powful 
united Roman Cathlic church organizin 
hard against us, and I sorta hate to see 
us split when they ain’t good rezin. Now 
if they wuz some drafstick diffrunce be- 
tween the two, I sure would fight agin 
it. But when it seems mainly a 
diffrunce of temprumint which is found 
all over the globe and is as much a 
diffrunce south as it is north—we’ll say 
between the litrul] temprumint and the 
spirichul symbolic temprumint—and 
when Jesus himself did not emphersise 
the points which are so hotly dispooted 
it seems to me thet we also could learn 
to emphersise the things He emphersised 
and start lovin’ one another. Thet— 
and it is ruther basic, I understand, to 
being a Christian—would be a signif- 
ferkunt step towards union of sperrit. 
When we’ve got that, I ain’t worried 
about the other kind of union, It’s not 
as importint, but it might come after we 
Christians have learned to love the way 
Jesus suggested, 

After all, a lot of our prablems would 
be vaperized if we just took Jesus 
serious like, 

Yr. obt. svt, 


EUFALIA AGATHA ZIMMERMAN. 
(You pernounce the middle name 
A-gah-tha ) 
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TRAVELOG 


By JULIA LAKE KELLERSBERGER 





EDITOR’S NOTE—After having pub- 
lished two later installments of the trip 
of Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Kellersberger, 
of the American Mission to Lepers (July 
15, 22) we now begin at the beginning 
of their trip across a large part of the 
Dr. and 
Mrs, Kellersberger were Southern Pres- 
byterian missionaries to Africa before 
going to New York in 1941 to their 
present work, 


world to bring it up to date. 


EXICO CITY. One can easily un- 
derstand from the air why the 
progress of this beautiful land 
has been so impeded, for the only way 
across these mountains is a footpath, or 
an ox-wagon trail, or at best a terribly 
dangerous road of twistings and curv- 
ings and escarpments. We could see 
those footpaths crossing the hills—tiny 
ribbons binding the scattered Indian 
villages together. Human feet and oxen 
are still the most-used methods of trans- 
portation in Mexico—plus the faithful 
donkey, Occasionally we saw a few 
seattered adobe houses with straw roofs 
(just like an African village) sitting on 
the top of the world, surrounded by im- 
penetrable mountain ranges. What a 
different world these people lived in, 
centuries behind the times, fenced in 
by nature’s barriers. As an old moun- 
tain woman of Georgia expressed it, “I 
ain’t never been beyant the fence.” 
* x * 
The great Mexican plateau was vast 
and beautiful. Think of a valley being 
over 8,000 feet above sea level . . . In 


eighteen hours we had been catapulted 
from New York to Popocatepetl. Our 
ears rang and we felt woozy. . . . We 
were taken straight to our hotel which 
is Mexican, but all the staff speaks Eng- 
lish, We have had a marvelous inter- 
preter—a young doctor who speaks 
Spanish as his mother-tongue for he has 
lived here all his life. This is a city of 
amazing contrasts—indescribably beau- 
tiful, but in the city of two million 
people there is indescribable poverty. 
a * « 

I sat on the edge of a beautiful foun- 
tain in the middle of the public square 
for at least an hour in the downtown 
section on Saturday night and I did not 
see one person who looked prosperous 
or well dressed. I saw hordes of people, 
pitiful, sick, deformed, undernourished, 
dirty, stunted in growth, half-naked, 
ragged. I knew the Indians in the hills 
looked like this but [ thought the city 
folks would be somewhat different. I 
realized that this was the lowest class— 
those who have no place at home to sit, 
so they sit on the streets and loll about 
in the parks. Not even in Africa 
have I seen such a “heterogeneous con- 
glomeration of miscellaneous congrui- 
ties’’ for sale, Mexican foods of all 
kinds, rich and greasy, waffles, pan- 
cakes, hot tamales, corn on the cob, and 
fruits galore. The people are so 
poor and have only about one-fifth of 
a cent to spend, at times, so they can 
buy only a tiny piece of bread or a slice 
of fruit. The Mexican doctor who was 
with us said that it was at these markets 








DR. AND MRS. KELLERSBERGER 
As they took off from New York on a long trip in the interest of the leper work, 
Mrs, Kellersberger, deluged with flowers and candy, said, “I felt exactly like a 
bride. All I needed was rice and old shoes.” 
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that the people get typhoid fever and 
T. B. and other diseases, for they sell 
lemonade and fruit juices out of broken 
tumblers and jelly glasses. The people 
buy and drink and the glasses are not 
washed before someone else uses them. 
Many of the homes have no sanitary ar- 
rangements at all. 
* * * 

We were fortunate to see one of the 
biggest parades of the year on Sunday. 
That is the day they always celebrate 
the most, and we got right into it on 
our way to church. It was a labor 
parade with flags waving and thousands 
of people carrying banners telling what 
work they were doing—waitresses, 
clerks and so on. It was a paltry and 
tawdry affair representing Mexico’s 
needy people. It really made my heart 
ache, for all of us said that here was a 
great herd of sheep without a shepherd. 
At the great public square where the 
biggest cathedral in Mexico is, and the 
National Palace, we saw the President 
and his Cabinet assembled to view the 
parade. 

* * * 

In several windows we saw Santa 
Claus still standing and in one place a 
half-decorated Christmas tree. To us 
it symbolized how behind the times 
some of Mexico is. But parts of it are 
ahead of the United States. It is really 
a mixture. In the big Cathedral on 
Sunday morning we saw a religious 
parade. (It is unlawful for the church 
to parade in the streets any longer.) In 
the afternoon we went to see the Virgin 
of Guadeloupe who miraculously heals 
all who touch her. Hundreds of people 
were rubbing their hands over the glass 
that covered her face and then touching 
their body—another prolific source of 
disease. Many poor people were crawl- 
ing on their knees to her.” The lame 
and halt and sick came as in Jesus’ day 
to be healed—what a different picture 
it would have been if he had been 
present—but it was always Mary whom 
they worshipped. 

- * a7 

There is a_ proverb here—'‘LIKE 
MEXICO THERE ARE NOT TWO.” I 
believe it. 

(Signed) THE KRAZY KELLYS. 





Fellows Appointed by USA Board 
To Recruit For Church Vocations. 


Traveling fellows, appointed by the 
Department of Life Work of the Pres- 
byterian, USA, Board of Christian Edu- 
eation, have been appointed for 1946-47 
to challenge and recruit young people to 
prepare for church vocations. Those ap- 
pointed to this work are as follows: 
Richard W. Boyd, McCormick Seminary 
(Middle West); Relda Jean Wright, 
Wooster College (East); Elinor Peck, 
Wellesley College (Southwest). The 
first Negro fellow, James W. Smith, Jr., 
a student at Johnson C, Smith Seminary, 
has been appointed for service in the 
East and South, 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Jesus and the Sabbath 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR AUGUST 4 


Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:9-13; 


The Sabbath is God’s day and yet also 
our day—for rest, and for worship. 
There is however in our times much 
confusion as to the value and the ob- 
servance of the day, oftentimes an acute 
difference between the older and the 
younger generations. It will help us to 
think about the Sabbath: 


I. Under the Old Covenant 

There are innumerable passages in the 
Old Testament dealing with Sabbath ob- 
servance, but the basic passage is found 
in Ex. 20:8-11 (in slightly different 
form in Dt. 5:12-15)—the Fourth Com- 
mandment, as it is commonly termed. 
This is the last of the Ten Command- 
ments dealing primarily with our duty 
toward God. The first, we recall, con- 
cerns God’s being, the second God’s wor- 
ship, the third God’s name, and the 
fourth, God’s day. 

The proper observance of this day is 
described (1) positively, (2) nega- 
tively. First, positively, God’s people 
must keep the Sabbath day holy, that 
is, it must be a day separated, or con- 
secrated unto God (the word “holy” 
comes from a Hebrew word meaning to 
separate or set apart). There is no ac- 
count however of the way it must be 
consecrated or set apart from other 
days, except the negative commandment 
which we shall note in just a moment. 
We are exhorted to remember the Sab- 
bath day to keep it holy. The exhor- 
tation indicates that there is a tendency 
to forget. 

On the negative side we are forbid- 
den to labor on the Sabbath day. We 
might note in this connection that the 
word “Sabbath” is taken directly from 
the Hebrew and means “‘‘rest,” or ‘“‘ceas- 
ing from labor,’ or “‘rest after labor.’’ 
We could translate the opening verse, 
“Remember the day of rest to keep it 
holy.”” Work is wholesome; six days 
out of seven spent in labor is good for 
any man (under proper conditions) ; but 
activity must be followed by inactiv- 
ity, rest must follow toil. On the 
seventh day we are forbidden to do 
any kind of work (the word ‘‘work’”’ in- 
cludes business of any sort). We must 
also see to it that those dependent on 
us are allowed to rest from their labors: 


our children, our servants (in the He- 
brew it is male and female slaves), our” 
domestic animals, and even the stranger 
that is within our gates, that is, the 
foreigner, dwelling in the land, whose 
rights might not be regarded. 

In Exodus the sanction of this com- 


Mark 3:1-5; Psalms 92:1-2; 118:24 


mandment is found in the example of 
God, who rested on the seventh day 
after the six days of the Creation. This 
clause may possibly cause difficulties for 
some, because it is now generally recog- 
nized that God created the world over 
a long period of time, so that the “‘days’”’ 
of actual creation must in reality have 
been aeons. But as MacGregor points 
out, the parallel still remains; in some 
sense God’s creative week included six 
working days followed by rest. 


In Deuteronomy, where we nave a 
later repetition of the Ten Command- 
ments, the sanction is a social one; the 
people are to rest and let their servants 
and animals do likewise because of 
the remembrance of their own hard la- 
bor in Egypt, from which God delivered 
them. “The Sabbath then in each case 
is in part a memorial; in the Exodus 
version, a memorial of God’s rest after 
the Creation; in the Deuteronomy ver- 
sion, a memorial of God’s deliverance of 
Israel from bondage, the remembrance 
of which would tend to make the He- 
brews solicitous for the welfare of all 
those who labored for them.” 

Both versions emphasize the fact 
that the requirement is not an arbitrary 
one; it is grounded rather in the very 
nature of existence, in God’s nature, 
as well as in our own. As Snowden 
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puts it: “The fourth commandment 
does not create the need for weekly 
rest. That need arises out of the phy- 
sical and mental makeup of man. The 
fourth commandment is only a recogni- 
tion of a need that arises out of the 
nature of things.”’ 

In the beginning of Israel’s history, 
the observance of the Sabbath, like that 
of other holy days was associated with 
joy before the Lord, and with cheerful 
human intercourse. Reflections of this 
attitude are found in our two selec- 
tions from the Psalms, though both pas- 
sages should be applicable to every day. 

In later days, and especially after 
the Exile, the Sabbath lost its original 
benevolent character as well as much 
of the original joy and became a cere- 
monial institution, accompanied by tabu 
(emphasis on things forbidden). Meti- 
culous observance of the day became 


“the mark of the Jew. So, gradually, 


the people forgot that the Sabbath was 
God’s good gift to his toiling children, 
and bit by bit it became the arbitrary 
thing encountered by Jesus. That 
brings us to the Sabbath. 


II. Under the New Covenant 


In Jesus’ day the ecclesiastical law- 
yers (scribes) agreed that the fourth 
commandment prohibited 39 principal 
types of labor; the 39 included 1,521 
minor types of unlawful actions. Why 
just 39? we may ask. This was the 
reason given by the scribes: Moses had 
said, ‘‘These are the words.’”’ Now the 
arithmetical sum of the Hebrew letters 
comprising the word ‘“‘these”’ is 33, and 
the value of ‘‘the words’ was calcu- 
lated to be 6. Thirty-three plus 6 
equals 39. That settled it. The number 
of additional prescriptions, namely 1,- 





widespread drift from religion. 


Sunday’s True Significance 


HE TRUTH that the public worship of the church is the corporate offering 
to Almighty God of the everyday life of the worshipping community, re- 
veals the true significance and importance of the observance of Sunday. 

The purpose of the divine ordinance will now be recognized. One day in seven 
is to ‘be set apart as holy in order that the other six working-days may be- 
come worship and reflect the worth of God. This explains why the increasing 
secularization and commercializing of Sunday has been a major factor in the 


We are beginning to learn by painful experience that worship and spiritual 


growth require stillness, quiet and the avoidance of excitement or hurry. 
Furthermore, nothing can compensate for the loss inflicted on those who (often 
to minister to the selfishness of others) are deprived of their Sunday rest and 
worship. Sunday cannot be staggered. Sunday quietness is unobtainable on 
days when the world is working. There can be no sharing in the uplift of 
worship when the churches are empty. 

In these days, particularly, of hurry and overstrain no greater boon could 
be conferred on the community than the recovery of its quiet English Sunday, 
to be a Day of Worship that shall infuse the spirit of worship into the whole 
of life and its every activity. In such recovery the members of the worshipping 
community must lead the way by unswerving obedience to the obligations of 
public worship, even at cost and sacrifice. To ‘‘suffer hardship” in such a 
cause, is to ‘‘do the work of an evangelist.” 

—From TOWARDS THE CONVERSION OF ENGLAND. Published in Great 
Britain for the Church of England. 
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521, was quickly arrived at by the sim- 
ple process of multiplying 39 by 39. 
One is reminded of the methods used 
in our day by some uncritical sects in 
extracting prophecies out of the meas- 
urements of the great pyramid. 


“Here are a few examples of scribal 
ingenuity taken at random. It is not 
sufficient merely to forbid the tying 
or untying of knots on the Sabbath; the 
kind of knot must be specified. It was 
forbidden to tie or untie a camel] knot, 
or a boatman’s knot; but it was per- 
mitted to tie or untie a knot which re- 
quired only one hand for the operation. 
Thus a man could untie his beast and 
lead it to water. A woman might tie 
on various articles of dress; or she 
might tie up a skin of oil or wine or 
a pot of meat. It was permissable to 
tie a pail to a well by a leather band, 
but not by a rope. So in the matter 
of cures, the general principle was that 
only when life was in danger could sick 
persons be treated on the Sabbath. Long 
lists of ailments are mentioned which 
might not be treated, but the distinc- 
tions drawn seem absurd and arbitrary. 
For instance, ‘“‘He who has a tooth- 
ache must not rinse his teeth with vine- 
gar (and spit it out again), for this 
would be to apply a medicine; but he 
may wash them as usual (and swallow 
the vinegar) for this would be merely 
taking food.’’ The rabbis said that God 
had created the human race that He 
might have someone to keep the Sab- 
bath.”” (Huestis: Sunday in the Mak- 
ing.) 

For the Pharisees a man’s religion 
was judged to a large extent by his 
observance of these minutiae of the law. 
The multitude who could not or would 
not follow their prescriptions were ‘‘ac- 
cursed.”’ 

Jesus honored the Sabbath day as a 
religious institution and worshipped 
regularly and habitually in the syna- 
gogue, so long as he was permitted to 
do so. He disregarded however the 
ceremonial requirements of the rabbis 
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whenever they came into conflict with 
human interests. As a consequence he 
was commonly regarded as a Sabbath 
breaker. The Pharisees felt that his 
attitude endangered all their religious 
institutions and joined with their hered- 
itary enemies, the Herodians, to en- 
compass his death (Mk. 3:1-6). 

Two occasions when he came into 
conflict with the religious leaders of 
Israel are described for us in Mark 
2:23-3:5 (Mt. 12:9-13 gives us a par- 
allel account of one of these incidents). 
On one occasion Jesus was in the syna- 
gogue. Here was a man with a with- 
ered hand and Jesus’ enemies watched 
him to see what he could do. Jesus ac- 
cepted the challenge. He called the 
man up in front of the congregation and 
put the question to them, “Is it law- 
ful on the Sabbath day to do good or 
to do harm? to save a life or to kill?” 
His question makes it plain that not to 
do good on the Sabbath day when one 
has the opportunity is in effect to do 
evil; not to save a life when one has 
opportunity is in effect to kill—a pri 
ciple of very wide application. On the 
other occasion Jesus and his disciples 
were walking through the grainfields on 
the Sabbath day. His disciples took 
some of the wheat, rubbed it between 
their hands, and ate. The Pharisees 
criticized them for ‘reaping’? on the 
Sabbath day. Jesus reminded them that 
David, the ancestor whom they so 
greatly revered, had eaten the shew- 
bread, which had been set aside for the 
service of God, to satisfy his hunger. 
The same principle, Jesus pointed out, 
applied to the Sabbath day. The Sab- 
bath was made for man, and not man 
for the Sabbath. 

It was Jesus’ disregard for the Sab- 
bath law whenever it conflicted with 





Arguments have been advanced 


on Sunday. 


it is only part of the question. 


servance. 





The Layman’s View 
By J. WILSON McCUTCHAN 


NE NIGHT the Negro janitor of one of the largest churches in the South- 
ern Presbyterian denomination talked to me quite seriously about his 
job in relation to the Fourth Commandment. He felt that every Sunday 

he was forced to break the Sabbath, as he understood it. 

I suggested that the minister of his church also had to put forth his great- 
est physical and mental efforts on Sunday, and that what the janitor did con- 
tributed in a real way to the efficiency of the minister’s work. 
know the janitor kept the job, but I am sure that the majority of the members 
of the congregation never suspected that he had a moral problem. 
in defence of the office worker and 
assembly line laborer who are pinned to their jobs through the week and 
seek the relaxation and recreation of baseball parks, golf courses, and movies 
The qualification is often added, “after attending religious serv- 
ices Sunday morning.”’ Whether or not these are appropriate and holy ways 
of keeping the Sabbath is a problem which every Christian must decide, but 


What of the baseball players themselves? 
house attendants, the employees of theatres and other amusement centers? 
Thousands are forced to work on Sunday, as on every other day of the week, 
to provide such outlets. Their situation must also be considered in the answer 
which our modern and complex society makes to the problem of Sabbath ob- 


So far as I 


What of the caddies and club- 
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human interests that led our forefathers 
to add the final clause in the famous 
statement of our Catechism. ‘‘The Sab- 
bath is to be sanctified by a holy rest- 
ing all that day, even from such worldly 
employments and recreations as are 
lawful on other days, and spending the 
whole time in the public and private 
exercises of God’s worship, except so 
much as is taken up in the works of 
necessity and mercy.”’ 

But Jesus’ attitude was more far 
reaching than this. The Sabbath, he 
said, was made for man, and not man 
for the Sabbath. ‘This,’ says Powell, 
“is what the Pharisees in Jesus’ time 
failed to see; and it is what the strict, 
narrow-minded religious people ever 
since have failed to see.’’ How Jesus 
would apply this principle to medern 
life is the great problem that Christians 
face in connection with the observance 
of the Sabbath. And this leads us to 
consider the Sabbath. 


Ill. In the Present Day 


A close reading of the New Testament 
makes it clear that Gentile Christians 
began to observe the first day of the 
week (the Lord’s Day) instead of the 
Seventh (the Jewish Sabbath) during 
the lifetime of the apostles (cf. Acts 
20:7; I Cor. 16:2). In Galatians 4:8-11 
and Colossians 2:16 we find Paul’s pro- 
test against the efforts of certain Jewish 
Christians (the Judaizers) to fasten the 
observance of the seventh day on the en- 
tire Christian community. The Lord’s 
day from the beginning was a day of 
worship, but was never bound down by 
the numerous restrictions of the Jewish 
Sabbath. Christian liberty could not be 
reconciled with such legal bondage. 
That is the thesis of Paul’s letter to 
the Galatians. 

Many Christians were compelled to 
labor on Sunday until Constantine for- 
bade unnecessary labor (except in ru- 
ral districts) in the early part of the 
fourth century. In medieval Europe 
the day became a holiday, as well as a 
holy day, a day of worship, but also a 
day of recreation. This ideal of Sab- 
bath observance still continues on the 
continent of Europe, where it has given 
rise to what is known as “the Conti- 
nental Sabbath.” And it is the ideal 
that some religious groups have brought 
from the continent to America. 

The Puritans in England had a much 
stricter notion of the Sabbath (stricter 
also than that of Luther and Calvin). 
They taught, as noted above, that Chris- 
tians must spend the whole day in pub- 
lic and private worship, except so much 
as is taken up in the works of neces- 
sity and mercy. And the Puritan ideal 


of the Sabbath became the popular 
ideal in England and in America. Chris- 
tians were not content to inculcate the 
ideal; they endeavored in large measure 
to force their neighbors (whether they 
were Christians or not) to follow the 
ideal. As a result we came to have our 
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so-called blue laws (many of these blue 
laws however existed only in men’s 
imaginations; for example, the sup- 
posed law that a man could not kiss 
his wife on the Sabbath). Today the 
nation as a whole has reacted against 
Puritanism; we do not observe the Sab- 
bath as our fathers did, and our chil- 
dren’s ideals will probably be something 
else again. There is grave danger that 
we shall swing from one extreme to the 
other—that the day will cease to be a 
holy day and become merely a holiday. 
Thousands, millions in fact, have al- 
ready arrived at that position. There 
is urgent need that we shall think 
through the meaning of the Sabbath and 
that we shall inculcate a positive ideal 
in line with Jesus’ great principle, one 
that can really hold men’s allegiance in 
the present day. 

It seems to the writer that, first of 
all, we must frankly recognize that the 
Catechism statement on which many of 
us were brought up goes beyond the 
Scripture and is an impossible ideal for 
the modern time. No one of us spends 
the whole day in the public and private 
exercises of God’s worship, except for 
works of necessity and mercy, and there 
is nothing in God’s word to indicate 
that we should. 

Second, we should seek to interpret 
the fourth commandment in the light of 
Jesus’ great statement in Mark 2:27. 

The fourth commandment requires us 
to keep one day holy, consecrated, or 
separated unto God. Jesus’ words sug- 
gest that this requirement is based on 
human needs. We need one day for 
spiritual re-creation. The achievement 
of this goal should be the supreme pur- 
pose of the day, and anything which de- 
stroys the spiritual value of the day 
for ourselves or others is wrong. As 
John H. Powell writes: 


“It is not a question of being reli- 
gious on Sunday and not religious the 
rest of the week. It is a question of 
setting aside a little time for the defi- 
nite cultivation of our souls in order 
that at all times we may be mindful 
of the highest reaches of life and its 
greatest possibilities. 

“If there is a God and we are spirit- 
ual beings, as well as physical, then 
the most important thing in life is one’s 
conscious relation to God, one’s aware- 
ness of spiritual realities. Everything 
else is temporary, and is sure to pass 
away. But if there is this side to our 
natures, if there is an underlying spirit- 
ual reality, that is eternal, then that 
abides, and is the most important part 
of ourselves to cultivate, the most im- 
portant phase of existence of which to 
be aware. After all, the body, for all 
your pains, will go, and it is only the 
mind or soul that will endure. And if 
the thoughts and associations of this 
world are important, the communion of 
the soul with God is even more so. If, 
therefore, it is a” question between ex- 
ercises for the body or some cultiva- 
tion of the soul, one is not truly wise 
to choose the body. And if the choice 
is between conversation with friends, 
or seeing one’s family, and communion 
with God, it is not really the part of 
wisdom to leave God out. But in gen- 
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eral there need be no such conflict. Let 
us put first things first, and the rest will 
usually take care of itself.’ 


Let us never forget that while the 
Sabbath was made for man, man him- 
self was made for God. 

The fourth commandment bids us to 
rest from our ordinary labors on the 
Sabbath day and to give others an op- 
portunity to do likewise. Jesus’ words 
suggest that this requirement is also 
based on human needs. Labor on the 
Sabbath day does not harm God, but 
unnecessary labor on the Sabbath is 
detrimental to man’s own highest good. 
The Sabbath is a day not only for spirit- 
ual re-creation, but also for mental and 
physical re-creation. Any use of the day 
which destroys this value of the day 
for ourselves or others falls short of 
the ideal. We cannot lay down iron- 
clad rules binding on all alike. What 





Christianity Needs Young People 

Who will go preach, teach, heal, 
serve—in the highways and byways, in 
every continent and the islands of the 
seas? Give your life to help build the 
foundations of peace in the postwar 
world. An education will prepare you 
for service. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Offers standard freshman and sopho- 
more courses leading to the Associate 
in Arts or Associate in Science degree; 
one- and two-year commercial courses: 
preparatory courses at 10th, lltk an 
12th grade levels; aeronautics. Ex- 
service men may enter at any time. 
big for catalog: Box B-7, Maxton, 
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is proper for one may be improper for 
another. We should not seek-to impose 
our ideals by legislation on others. We 
should see to it that every man is given 
an opportunity to rest at least one day 
out of seven. And we should so regu- 
late our lives (and those of our chil- 
dren) that the day will have a maxi- 
mum value for both soul and body. 





Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. 8S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re 
quest. Profits are devoted to tL 
Religious Education program ot 
the Church. 





Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 








Richmond—Phone 8-1803 


GRANT DRUG CO,., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


610 E. Broad Street 


Open All Night 











=> + 





THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company 


‘The Home of Better Milk’’ 










NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE 


of Vinginia, incerpereted 
RICENSES AMD SUPERVISED BY VIRENUA BURBAD OF INSURANCE 


Heme Office 
1900 W. Main $t., Richmend 20, Va. 


ACCIDENT and SURGICAL 


FEES INSURANCE 


Our Policies are the mest liberal ind e 
obtainable, clear cut and free fem es. 


That's wh thea 1 have been sold in 
‘s why mere 60,900 hav: 














THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK ; JULY 29, 1946 
a 





Presbyterian Institutions of 
Christian Higher Education Are: 


“Owned By” “Controlled By” “Supported By” 


the various synods of the General Assembly. 

Presbyterians are justly proud of their colleges and seminaries, established to provide Chris- 
tian Higher Education. 

4—-Theological Seminaries 14—-Colleges 

2— Affiliated Colleges 6—Junior Colleges 

All of these are worthy of financial support. 
Some are now in dire need of funds. 
The General Assembly calls for larger financial support now. 
and the time is short- 

Synods as such, have no funds for the support of the work of their colleges and seminaries 
the money must come from the individual in the local church. 


These are the Two Sources of Support 


I. Each CHURCH should see to it that its synod’s institutions of Christian Higher Edu- 

cation are included in the church budget. Does your church do this in a worthy way? 

Il. INDIVIDUALS, members of each church, should make personal contributions to the 
cause of Christian Higher Education in their own synod. Are you doing this? 


“Much from some and some from all’’ 
will mean victory. 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Appointed by the General Assembly 

for the purpose of cooperating with the synods in supporting Christian 

Higher Education is now carrying out this assignment. The appeal is 

now at your door. 


This is an appeal to you for YOUR Personal Gift 
‘‘Much from some and some from all”’ 
Here is*the way to do it. 

Send your gift direct to the institution in your synod in which you 
are most interested. 

OR 

. Complete the subscription form below. Indicate where you wish 

your gift to be bestowed. The Executive Committee will record 
your gift and forward it to the institution of your choice, with proper 
acknowledgment. 

OR 
Complete subscription form below. Send it to the Executive Com- 


mittee with instruction to use it to help at the place of greatest need 
in your synod. 


FOLLOW THAT GOOD IMPULSE NOW 


—_——(sIGN)—— oo "(DETACHR) es (MALL) 





EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky. 


In order to assist in meeting the financial needs of Christian Higher Education in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and in con- 
sideration of the gifts of others, I hereby promise to pay the sum of: 
Beneficiary institution 
If no beneficiary is named the Executive Committee of Christian Education is instructed to use this gift where it is most needed 
in the Synod of 
Name 
Date SaRCE SN Ceara : Address 























